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Our Mission

The mission of this Court is to administer justice
faithfully and impartially while performing all

duties assigned by law to the Probate and Juvenile
Division of the Huron County Court of Common

Pleas.

The Balanced Approach to Juvenile
Justice for Delinquent and Unruly Children

A constructive approach guided by these values:
I.  Community Protection: The public has a right to a safe and secure community.
Il.  Accountability: Whenever an offense occurs, an obligation by the juvenile offender occurs.

I1l. Competency: Juvenile offenders who come within the jurisdiction of the Court should leave the
system more capable of living productively and responsibly in the community.

IV. Individualization: Each juvenile offender has a unique set of circumstances and factors which
have contributed to his or her offense behavior. The response by the system to the juvenile should be
individualized and be related to an assessment of the unique contributing factors.

V. How to implement the above principles: Balance: Justice is best served when the community,
the victim, and the youth received attention and all gain tangible outcomes from their interaction
with the juvenile court.
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Huron County Juvenile Court
2 East Main Street, Room 101
Norwalk, OH 44857

Phone: (419) 668-1616
Email: hcjpc@accnorwalk.com
Our Website is: http://homepages.accnorwalk.com/hcjpc

Fax: (419) 663-0944

Court Personnel

Timothy L. Cardwell, Judge

Danita Gilbert Conway, Magistrate

uvenile Court/Administrative Staff

Christopher C. Mushett, Court Administrator
Taylor K. Ball, Assistant Court Administrator &

Community Service Coordinator
Amy Latteman, MIS Administrator

Nathan Perani, Intervention Court Coordinator

& Court Services Coordinator

Clerical Services/Juvenile Division
Melissa R. Hipp, Chief Deputy Clerk
Patricia A. Schaffer, Deputy Clerk
Melanie A. Davidson, Deputy Clerk
Elizabeth Adams, Deputy Clerk
Tammy Sherer, Deputy Clerk/Bookkeeper

Probation Services
Phillip Charville, Chief Probation Officer
Kathleen M. Fox, Probation Officer
Carrie Bellamy, Probation Officer

Jordan Spadafore, Probation Officer

Ancillary Services

Kathleen Noftz, Reach our Youth, Director

Mary Ann Lamb, CASA Director

Amanda Dennewitz, Administrative Assistant

Clerical Services/Probate Division

Linda Zimmerman, Chief Deputy Clerk
Becky Bishop, Deputy Clerk
Sandra Capelle, Deputy Clerk

Ancillary Staff/Probate Division
Kathleen Noftz, Guardianship Investigator
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Number of Hearings and Trials Conducted

Hearings Trials

Delinquent/Unruly Children 1233 220
Dependent/Neglected/Abused Children 305 151
Violations of Probation 152 34
Juvenile Traffic Offenders 398 39
Detention 127

Sheltercare 63

Permanent Surrenders 1

Intervention Court 171

Bond Hearings 52

Civil Cases and Paternity 467 449
Contempt of Court 284

Informal Hearings 131

Impositions of Sanctions 495

State of Ohio/Adult 11

Review of Court Costs 239

Community Placements

77 children were placed in the
custody of the Huron County
Department of Children’s
Services for a total of 13,904
days.

The Court placed a total of 96
children in detention for a
total of 1,666 days at a cost
of $211,746.50.

Number of Youth Committed to Department of Youth Services

Comparison of Detention Costs Over the Last 5 Years

including Community Correctional Facilities

DYS 2008 | 2007 | 2006 | 2005

Male 12 1 7 13
Female 0 0 0 1

Total 12 11 7 14

Detention Males Days Females Days Youth Days Cost

2008 64 1278 32 388 96 1666 |$211,746.50
2007 88 1437 41 517 129 1954 | $206,415.00
2006 77 1549 31 279 108 1828 | $194,350.00
2005 69 1243 26 226 95 1469 | $166,650.00
2004 78 1177 26 302 104 1479 | $184,200.00
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Complaints Docketed in 2008
and a Comparison to 2007

MALES FEMALES TOTALS
2007 | 2008 % of 2007 % of Total Total %o of
Change Change 2007 2008 Change
Delinquency 531 513 -3.3% 205 139 -32% 786 652 -17%
Unruliness 64 64 0% 58 43 -26% 122 107 -12%
Violate Probation 96 67 -30% 45 40 -11% 141 107 -24%
Traffic 327 282 -14% 201 190 -6% 528 472 -11%
Dep/Neg/Abuse 87 46 -47% 90 61 -32% 177 107 -40%
Civil |I\|/A 241 230 -5%
Adults Charged N/A 5 4 -20%
!
Search Warrants E\I/A 9 12 33%
Informal ;\I/A 110 131 19%
Abortion N/A 1 0 -100%
TOTALS 1155 972 -16% 599 473 -21% 2120 1822 -14%

Sources of Abused, Dependent and Neglected Complaints

)L
DJFS

ABUSED DEPENDENT NEGLECTED
MALE | FEMALE MALE | FEMALE MALE | FEMALE | TOTAL
HURON COUNTY 3 5 32 48 8 6 102
ALL OTHER 3 2 5
TOTALS 35 50 107
Disposition of Abused, Dependent and Neglected Children
ABUSED DEPENDENT NEGLECTED
MALE FEMALE | MALE FEMALE | MALE FEMALE| TOTAL
TEMPORARY CUSTODY 0 1 1 0 0 0 2
RELATIVE/ PS BY DJFS
CUSTODY ON RELA- 1 1 8 10 3 6 29
TIVE/PS BY DJFS
TEMPORARY CUSTODY 0 0 0 1 2 2 5
DJFS
TEMP CUSTODY PAR- 1 2 5 4 6 0 18
ENTS/ PS BY DJFS
TRANSFER JURISDIC- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TION
DISMISSED 3 6 5 20 40
LEGAL CUSTODY
PERMANENT CUSTODY 0 0 0 0 0
OF DHS
Foster Home 0 1 2 1 0 4
TOTALS 11 21 38 16 10 102
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Violations named on Delinquency, Unruly and Traffic Complaints

OFFENSE

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

OFFENSE

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

AGGRAVATED VEHICULAR
ASSUALT

ARSON
ASSAULT/DOMESTIC VIO-
LENCE/MENACING
ASSURED CLEAR DISTANCE

CARRYING CONCEALED
WEAPON

CURFEW

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
DRUG LAWS

DUI

EQUIPMENT VIOLATION

EXCESSIVE NOISE

FAIL TO CONTROL

FAIL TO OBEY TRAFFIC
SIGNAL

FAIL TO YIELD
FALSIFICATION

FLEE/ DISOBEY POLICE OFFI-
CER/OBSTRUCT OFFICIAL
FRAUD/FORGERY

GROSS SEXUAL IMPOSITION/
SEXUAL IMPOSITION

HEALTH & MORALS

HIT/SKIP

IMPROPER LANE CHANGE/
PASSING/ BACKING
IMPROPER OPERATION

IMPROPER REGISTRATION

4

0

49

52

27

27

16

7

4

11

0

0

14

25

21

4

0

63

66

32

11

52

37

14

16

10

INDUCING PANIC
LIQUOR LAWS
NO LICENSE/SUSPENDED

OPERATION OF UNSAFE
EQUIPMENT

OTHER

PANDERING
RAPE / ATTEMPTED RAPE
RECKLESS OPERATION

RESISTING ARREST/
ESCAPE/OBSTRUCT

ROBBERY/BURGLARY/
B & E /TRESPASS/
SAFECRACKING
SCHOOL TRUANCY

SEAT BELT
SEXUAL BATTERY
SPEED
SQUEALING TIRES

TAMPERING WITH
EVIDENCE

TELEPHONE HARASSMENT

THEFT/ RECEIVING STOLEN
PROPERTY

UNGOVERNABLE

VANDALISM/CRIM DAMAGE
& MISCHIEF

VIOLATE PROBATION/
AFTERCARE

VOCO

UNAUTHORIZED USE MO-
TOR VEHICLE/ PROPERTY

TOTAL

0

50

19

3

23

56

14

37

131

95

40

107

78

14

926

0

18

5

0

11

13

17

89

43

25

16

45

412

0
68
24

3

34

56

27

54

220

138
65
123
123

23

1338
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Sources of Delinquency, Unruly and Traffic Complaints

Delinquent Unruly D&U Traffic
Male Female Total | Male Female Total | TOTAL | Male Female Total | TOTAL

gggﬁﬁs albias el e 78 27 105 11 8 19 124 26 23 49 173
BELLEVUE CITY SCHOOLS 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
BELLEVUE POLICE DEPT 21 6 27 3 1 4 31 6 5 1 42
SD::C?CTEI\;ENT OF JOB & FAMILY 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1
GREENWICH POLICE DEPT 10 1 11 2 1 3 14 1 1 2 16
HURON CO SHERIFF'S DEPT 48 11 59 5 4 9 68 11 0 11 79
MILAN POLICE DEPT 1 0 11 0 0 0 1 2 2 4 5
MONROEVILLE POLICE DEPT 20 0 20 1 0 1 21 5 5 10 31
MONROEVILLE SCHOOLS 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
NEW LONDON POLICE DEPT 73 18 91 4 3 7 98| 2 1 101
NEW LONDON SCHOOLS 0 0 0o 1 1 2 2 0 0 2
NORWALK CITY SCHOOLS 0 0 3 7 10 10 0 0 10
NORWALK POLICE DEPT 116 40 156 15 14 29 185 52 34 86 271
OHIO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 5 14 0 0 0 14/ 155 108 263 277
PIONEER JVS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PLYMOUTH POLICE DEPT 4 0 4 0 0 0
PLYMOUTH SCHOOLS 0 0 0 0 0 0
PROBATION DEPT 80 49 129/ 0 0 0 129 0 0 0 129
SOUTH CENTRAL SCHOOLS 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1
WAKEMAN POLICE DEPT 28 29| 2 0 2 31 6 3 9 40
WILLARD CITY SCHOOLS 0 0 0 6 2 8 8 O 0 0 8
WILLARD POLICE DEPT 92 21 113 4 1 5 118 16 8 24 142
WESTERN RESERVE SCHOOLS 0 0 o 0 0 0 00 O 0 0 0

TOTALS| 580 179 759 64 43 107 866 282 190 472 1338
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Residences of Delinquent, Unruly and Traffic Offenders

DELINQUENT UNRULY TOTAL TRAFFIC TOTALS
MALE | FEMALE | TOTAL | MALE | FEMALE | TOTAL | D&U | MALE | FEMALE  TOTAL
NORWALK CITY 167 74 241 25 24 49 290 85 68 153 443
WILLARD CITY 131 43 174 11 5 16 190 36 25 61 251
*BELLEVUE CITY 34 11 45 5 1 6 51 19 14 33 84
MILAN 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 4 2 6 8
COLLINS 9 0 9 0 0 0 9 7 15 24
NEW HAVEN 1 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
NEW LONDON 79 24 103 6 6 12 115 20 19 39 154
WAKEMAN 29 6 35 2 2 4 39 22 14 36 75
MONROEVILLE 37 7 44 2 0 2 46 15 6 21 67
GREENWICH 31 2 33 2 2 4 37 12 1 13 50
*PLYMOUTH 8 2 10 1 1 2 12 10 3 13 25
NORTH FAIRFIELD 1 9 2 0 2 11 6 3 9 20
OUT OF HURON CO. 44 8 52 8 2 10 62 45 28 73 135
TOTALS 580 179 759 64 43 107 | 866 | 282 | 190 472 | 1338
Ages of Delinquency, Unruly and Traffic Offenders
AGE Delinquent Unruly Total Traffic
Male |Female| Total [ Male |Female|Total| D/U | Male | Female | Total | TOTALS

9 3 1 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4

10 13 10 23 2 2 4 27 0 0 0 27

11 18 0 18 1 1 2 20 0 0 0 20

12 32 13 44 1 4 5 50 2 0 2 52

13 59 12 71 9 2 11 82 2 2 4 86

14 84 25 109 8 8 16 125 1 0 1 126

15 118 40 158 6 8 14 172 5 0 5 177

16 110 29 139 15 10 25 164 107 62 169 333

17 131 42 173 22 7 29 202 160 121 281 483

18 12 7 19 0 1 1 20 5 5 10 30

Totals | 580 [ 179 | 759 | 64 43 (107 | 866 | 282 | 190 | 472 1338
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Dispositions of Delinquent, Unruly and Traffic Complaints

DISPOSITION DELINQUENT UNRULY D&U TRAFFIC TOTALS
MALE FEMALE TOTAL | MALE FEMALE TOTAL | Totals | MALE FEMALE TOTAL
ADJUDICATED/ TERMINATED 12 2 14 5 2 7 21 0 0 0 21
ALCOHOL/DRUG EVALUATION 42 13 55 2 3 5 60 0 0 0 60
ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1
APOLOGY LETTER 112 36 148 11 6 17 165 0 0 0 165
ATTEND GDL CLASSES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 27 71 71
CARTEEN 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 118 85 203 203
COMMUNITY SERVICE 61 22 83 4 2 6 89 0 0 0 89
COUNSELING 104 56 160 11 9 20 180 3 1 4 184
COURT COSTS ONLY 3 1 4 35 23 58 62 119 88 207 269
DETENTION 44 13 57 0 0 0 57 0 0 0 57
DISMISSED 181 30 211 2 5 7 218 5 7 12 230
DYS 5 3 8 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 8
ELECTRIC MONITORING 24 18 42 0 0 0 42 0 0 0 42
FINES ONLY 73 12 85 0 0 0 85 0 0 0 85
FINE AND COURT COSTS 343 152 495 0 0 0 495 109 58 167 662
HOUSE ARREST 69 46 115 4 2 6 121 0 0 0 121
INCARCERATED IN HC JAIL 34 5 39 0 0 0 39 0 0 0 39
MST PROGRAM 4 6 10 0 2 2 12 0 0 0 12
NO ASSOCIATION WITH 6 3 9 0 1 1 10 2 1 3 13
NOT OBTAIN AN OL 13 7 20 2 0 2 22 9 5 14 36
OBTAIN GED 25 10 35 0 0 0 35 0 0 0 35
OL RESTRICTED 10 3 13 2 1 3 16 38 25 63 79
OL SUSPENDED 10 3 13 0 0 0 13 12 4 16 29
OTHER 225 112 337 17 19 46 383 2 0 2 385
POSTPONED ADJ./DISMISSED 37 18 55 2 5 7 62 2 0 2 64
PREPARE & SUMBIT ESSAY 46 23 69 4 3 7 76 1 1 2 78
PROBATION 193 94 287 16 12 28 315 0 0 0 315
PROTECTIVE SUPERVISION 8 6 14 0 1 1 15 0 0 0 15
REFER TO DRUG SCREEN 17 8 25 10 2 12 37 0 0 0 37
RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT CTR| 11 0 11 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11
RESTITUTION 75 10 85 0 0 0 85 0 0 0 85
STUDY GROUP 9 5 14 1 0 1 15 0 0 0 15
SUSPENDED COMMITMENT 16 0 16 0 0 0 16 0 0 0 16
SUSPENDED DETENTIONTIME 93 36 129 0 0 0 129 1 0 1 130
TEMP. CUSTODY OF DHS 5 7 12 0 1 1 13 0 0 0 13
TEMP. CUSTODY OF RELATIVE 2 2 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4
TRAFFIC SCHOOL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2
TRANSFERRED 24 17 41 8 4 12 53 50 33 83 136
TOTALS 1937 779 2716 | 146 103 249 2965 516 336 852 3817

Page 8




COURT SERVICES

Internships

To find out about
Internships at the
Juvenile Court
contact:

Interns Worked 1204 Hours for the Court

The Court utilized three Interns in 2008 for a total of 1204 hours. The
interns were from Bowling Green State University and Ohio State Uni-
versity. During the first quarter, one intern was utilized for a total of
192.5 hours. During the 2nd quarter three interns were utilized for a
total of 583.5 hours. In the 3rd quarter two interns worked a total of 394
hours. And in the 4th quarter on intern worked a total of 34 hours.

Whether your college major is a criminal justice or corrections-

Nathan Perani,
Coordinator of
Juvenile Court
Services

2 E. Main Street

Norwalk, OH 44857
Phone: (419) 668-1616 ext.
244

Fax: (419) 663-0944

Email:
hcintct@accnorwalk.com

related field, law, psychology, social work, education, liberal arts, or
business, Huron County Juvenile Court may have an internship op-

portunity for you such as:

>

>

Accompanying and/or assisting probation officers on field contacts
with delinquent youth.

Performing telephone and computer inquiries to support probation
officers in obtaining background checks and in following up on ex-
isting juvenile court cases.

Assisting probation officers with conducting drug tests and with
installing monitoring devices.

Attending Court-ordered study groups at various Huron County
locations to support certified teachers in the operation of the pro-
grams.

Assisting with the preparation, maintenance, and safeguarding of
Court records and in maintaining the confidentiality of all juvenile

Value of volunteer time is
$19.51 per hour as of 2007.
The Independent Sector.

files.

Study Group Program

The Courtorders | Forty Nine youth participate in Study Group

youth to attend
Study Group when
they are having
problems at school

1st 2nd 4th
Quarter Quarter \\ Quarter

V

with attendance
and poor grades.

# in program beginning 25 19 0

# added

s | \\\\\\\\

/

This spreadsheet

shows the usage # completed ! 1 \\\\\\\\

_

of that program.

#terminated 4 9 \\\\\\\\

.

#in program end 19 0 \\\\\\\\ 18




Mediation

Mediation is a program designed to empower parents to resolve for themselves any differences sur-
rounding the care and welfare of their children. The Court’s mediation program began in April 2003.
Juvenile Court shares the services of a skilled mediator with the General Division of the Common Pleas
Court. In many of the cases that were not totally resolved, the program played a significant role in get-
ting parents to communicate with each other about important issues involving their children and in nar-
rowing the issues still in dispute that could only be resolved through trial. In addition to the benefit
families receive from mediation services, the court itself benefits by reducing the number of contentious
and lengthy trials that are common when these types of cases are litigated.

2008 2007 2006

# Cases sent to mediation 43 44 44

# Cases that reached an 29 31 21
agreement in mediation

Intervention Court

The Huron County Juvenile Intervention Court began in October 2003. This program was designed to as-
sist those juveniles suffering from substance abuse dependency and those juveniles that are suffering from
mental health illness. The Huron County Juvenile Intervention Court is a collaborative effort, utilizing the
efforts of local agencies. The Huron County Juvenile Court with the assistance of Firelands Counseling
and Recovery Services work together, assisting these juveniles with their specific needs.

This program is designed to service these juveniles within a nine to eighteen month time frame. This in-
tensive program consists of four phases. When the juvenile completes all four phases, they are success-
fully graduated from the program. These juveniles are subjected to status hearings that vary from weekly
to every four weeks depending on the phase of the program that they are in. The juveniles are intensely
supervised outside of court hearings, including weekly meetings with the Intervention Court Coordinator
and case managers. Also, curfew calls, group activities with the children and continuous contact with the
parent(s) are maintained. The parents are involved in the program as well. They are required to attend
parenting groups and attend court hearings.

2008 2007 2006
Youth in Program 15 15 15
Youth Completed 2 0 6
Youth Terminated 4 5 3
Youth Actively Participating 15 15 15
Mean Age 154 15.8 16.46
Median Participation days 128 160 208
Total Participation Days 2373 3001 3034
Male 10 12 12
Female 5 3 3
Caucasian 13 14 14
African American
Hispanic 0
Other Page 10




Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)

HOW IT ALL BEGAN...

In 1977, Judge David Soukup of Seattle, Washington, first recruited community volun-
teers to advocate for abused and neglected children in court. Currently, there are more
than 600 CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) programs in all 50 states with
38,000 volunteers working on behalf of more than 145,000 children.

IN OHIO...

Since 1980, more than 30 Ohio counties have initiated CASA programs, making a dra-
matic impact on Ohio’s juvenile court system.

IN HURON COUNTY. ...
CASA is a volunteer program for the Huron County Juvenile Court and is located in the
Juvenile Court Services office in the Courthouse.

THE VOLUNTEER’S ROLE...
As a child advocate the CASA volunteer has three main responsibilities:

To serve as a fact-finder for the court by completely researching the background of
child abuse and neglect cases. The CASA volunteer may do this by reviewing docu-
ments and interviewing the child, parents, family members, neighbors, school offi-

cials, and doctors.
To speak for the child in the courtroom, focusing exclusively on the child’s best in-
terests. A CASA volunteer provides carefully researched information to help the
Judge or Magistrate make decisions.
To continue to monitor the child during the life of the case, helping to insure he or she
will be raised in a safe, permanent, and nurturing home.

VOLUNTEER

CASA REPORT 2008

CASA

Court Appointed
Special Advocates

1st Quarter

2nd Quarter

3rd Quarter

4th Quarter

# cases at beginning period 134 109 97 81
# cases opened 17 27 14 21
# cases closed 42 39 30 23
# cases open at end of period 109 97 81 79
# children in foster care end of period 32 29 24 27
# active CASA volunteers at end of period 15 13 13 14
# cases handled by volunteers 48 52 44 43
# volunteer hours 305 350 374 405
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Community Service
Learning Program

The Community Service Learning Program is designed
to provide opportunities for delinquent youth to gain
positive experiences through contributions of time and
energy to their community and to assist them in devel-
oping personal assets and skills that will help them to
make better decisions.

The program consists of three components, all intended
to be completed in a ten-week period:

1.

The delinquent youth must complete a Court-
ordered number of community service hours at one
of 44 Court-approved non-profit community agen-
cies;

The delinquent youth must attend ten (10) commu-

nity service learning classes which meet weekly.

At least one of the delinquent youth’s parents must
attend one two-hour “It’s a Parent” parenting class.

In 2008, 115 youth participated in the program and
worked a total of 1975.25 hours.

Reach Our Youth
(ROY)

Reach Our Youth (ROY) is a non-profit volunteer or-
ganization of Huron County Juvenile Court. It is based
in Norwalk, Ohio and serves all of Huron County. The
office is located on the first floor of the Huron County
Courthouse.

The purpose of ROY is to recruit volunteers to serve as
one-to-one mentors to Huron County youth in need of
additional guidance and support. Our goal is to help
these youngsters become happy, well adjusted and pro-
ductive citizens.

This mentoring program was started in 1978. Volun-
teers are matched with children (ages 6 to 18) in a big
sister/big brother type relationship.

It is hoped that some very beneficial and rewarding rela:
tionships will be developed for all persons involved in
ROY.

. 1975.25 Hours worked by youth in the
(l/ Community Service Learning Program in
2008
1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Quarter Quarter | Quarter | Quarter
# youth beginning 23 19 20 34
period
# youth ordered 22 21 32 17
# youth completed 16 16 13 19
# youth terminated 10 4 5 9
# youth in program 19 20 34 23
at end of period
# hours ordered 480 490 930 435
# hours completed 394.25 325 407 849
Volunteer to be a Big
Brother or Big Sister
ROY Mentors Volunteered 2628.08 Hours in 2008
1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter
# match-up beginning 40 40 40 35
# new match-ups 4 3 3 9
# matchups ended 4 3 8 4
# match-ups at end of period 40 4 35 40
# mentors 39 40 47 56
# other volunteers 24 24 24 23
Total volunteers 64 64 71 79
# hours volunteered 275 868 699 786
Amount $ volunteers spent $237 $510 $405 $393
# children on waiting list 84 86 81 79
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